Citations for FE & Sixth Form Colleges
Birkenhead Sixth Form College – Emma Rosenthal

Emma is a student who has flourished at the college.  She has coped with extremely difficult home conditions and has matured into a most reliable and responsible young person.   The nomination is for her outstanding commitment to voluntary work in the area, most particularly with the Blind & Partially Sighted Centre in Birkenhead.  She has been totally committed and dedicated to her time there, clocking up hundreds of hours over the last year.

She is highly regarded and her contribution is gratefully received by the Centre.   Her contribution also has positive benefits to the college where Emma can share her experiences with her Health & Social c\re peers, which brings greater insight into the world of Health & Social Care and voluntary work.

Emma also needs to work to support herself and has an exemplary record in the workplace.   It is remarkable that she can combine both paid employment, voluntary work and academic study and be succeeding in all of them.

Carmel College – Stacey Griffiths

Stacey has been a committed member of the People and Planet organisation for 18 months.  In that time she has taken part in a summer voluntary placement and attended other meetings and conferences.   As a Press and Media volunteer she has had to inform herself on a wide variety of environmental and justice issues and has written articles for the organisation.    

In addition she is a found, active member of the College People & Planet group.   Stacey has also done much voluntary charity fundraising and awareness raising.

King George V College -    Paul Williams
Paul is an exceptionally modest and very talented student who is studying A Levels with a view to becoming a doctor, for which he will be well equipped because he has such strong people skills, is committed to the welfare of others and is strong academically.

Paul is a member of the Youth Action Tea which helps promote youth volunteering in Sefton.   He has personally spent 200 hours as a volunteer at University Hospital Aintree where he acts as a befriender to patients, makes tea, and has undertaken training to allow him to help patients feed themselves.

For the last year Paul has spent 2 hours a week teaching young children to swim – some of the children are autistic and Paul enjoys this work.

In addition, Paul works with the volunteer organisation `Vinvolved Sefton’ and has taken part in bag-packing for Macmillan Cancer Nurses and a beach clean-up.   Last summer he acted as a Spanish Translator and guide for South American teams in the Liverpool World Fire-Fighter Games.   Having enjoyed taking part in volunteering with Vinvolved, he decided, in true citizenship style, to extend an invitation to other King George V students to become involved.  He launched a recruitment campaign and helped students obtain volunteer placements.  He also helped create a paired reading scheme at Hatton Hill Primary School.
In addition to his volunteer work with different groups in Sefton, Paul contributes in a most positive way to the King George V College community.   Always modest, he will support, help and work with others in voluntary activities – he is a great asset to the College.

Knowsley Community College – Craig Robinson

Craig is a great role model for young people.   He looks after his mother, who has a serious illness, on his own and is dedicated to his college work on a level rarely seen in a student.   Every year he also travels to Lourdes to look after a group of elderly and infirm people, and spends his spare time volunteering at a local care home for the elderly.

He is highly regarded by staff at the College and is a joy to teach and deserves recognition for his hard work.

Liverpool Community College – Wahib Ahmed

During his time at Liverpool Community College Wahib has gained a level 2 Technical Certificate on the motor vehicle full time programme and now is employed by Liverpool Community Transport where his main duties are the maintenance and repair of minibuses used to transport local schoolchildren to and from school.  He has now begun his Motor Vehicle Apprenticeship programme at the College to complete his level 2 NVQ and hopefully progress to level 3.
Since leaving school Wahib has worked as a voluntary youth leader in the Al-Ghazali Youth Club in Liverpool 8.  As well as assisting with paperwork and general duties, he has supported pursuits and fundraising activities, including day trips for children to participate in horse riding, go karting and special sporting events such as football, cricket and karate.  Wahib has also assisted in organising fun trips to Blackpool to see the lights, Alton Towers and the Blue Planet Aquarium.

The club is open to two age groups, 6-16 and 16+.  Wahib feels that through volunteering at the youth club he is helping the local youth to find a focus and purpose, as well as a safe place to enjoy themselves away from the streets

Wahib is currently working towards a youth team leader badge and completing health & safety and first aid courses.

St Helens College -   Gary Martin

Gary is a second year student on the Foundation Degree in Sports Development and is a pro-active volunteer both within and outside St Helens College.  As the student representative for his programme Gary regularly attends the University of Salford’s joint board of study committee where he raises issues and concerns of fellow students.

He is an active member of the college’s Student Forum where, as a mature student, his views and opinions provide a valuable “balance” to some of the Forum’s younger members.  From this group Gary was nominated to join the college’s Equality and Diversity committee. This Committee monitors and applies policies and practices to the college’s day to day working and helps bring awareness of equality and diversity issues to the attention of the wider college body.

In his spare time he works as a volunteer cook at a local children’s centre creating and preparing healthy affordable meals for users of the centre. Gary sits on the centre’s Parents and Carers Together (PACT) group which meets every two weeks to discuss initiatives which will benefit families within the surrounding area. Through his work with PACT Gary and others developed a new parent and toddler group called “Funky Feet” and they staged a family fun day in summer 2008 which successfully raised £800 for local causes. This initiative continued this year by holding a pamper day for centre users and the local community to have free complementary therapies, such as reflexology and aromatherapy massages and tai chi taster sessions.  This event followed the previous success of the summer fair making a valued contribution to the local community.        

Gary is a key member of St Matthews’ Parochial Church Council where he helps overview the running of the church. This has meant interacting with the community and developing links to provide a service to that community and to other faiths within the area. 

Without committed volunteers like Gary, colleges and local community groups would struggle to see so many varied initiatives and projects successfully delivered.
Southport College – Alex Grosart

Alex has worked as a volunteer football coach for Belvedere under 13 & 12S and Forefield Rangers under 7's football team for the past 4 years. He gives up his own time on a Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday to coach the youngsters and support them on match days. He encourages them to practice ball skills, develop team work, communication and general fitness training including healthy eating. 

Alex is currently studying for a Level 2 In Motor vehicle maintenance and repair and is an excellent student who balances his studies and out of college activities. Alex is not only passionate about football but is also totally dedicated to the youngsters he coaches 

Wirral Metropolitan College – Lucy Price

Lucy is currently enrolled on the Childhood Studies course, and her tutor comments that she is a valuable member of the class, showing commitment and enthusiasm, supports her peers and is willing to become involved in many college activities, particularly in fundraising for Comic Relief.
Lucy also does voluntary work at St Peter’s Church, Rock Ferry where she helps in a club for 2-4 year old children, and one for primary school children aged 6-9.  In addition Lucy works in a voluntary capacity for a youth group on Saturdays as well as volunteering to help in summer clubs for both Christian and non-Christian communities.

Last year Lucy abseiled down Leasowe Lighthouse for an organisation supporting children with leukaemia, and their families.

As well as her voluntary work, Lucy works hard in College, achieving at a very high level and with a strong commitment to improve her grades as she progresses on the course.   Her attendance at College has been excellent and her placement reports have been commendable.  She shows great promise as a childcare worker.
All of the above has been achieved despite the fact that Lucy has some personal family problems, and she is relied upon to support her mother and other siblings.   This has been instrumental in helping her reach a level of maturity that has allowed her to cope with all the demands placed on her.  For a girl of her age she has taken on a lot of responsibility.   

Lucy is a very worthy recipient of the Good Citizenship Award.
